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the tradition of men who labored in the interest of the public 
cause rather than spent their time in seeking extravagant 
pleasures. 



SOME OFFICIAL LETTERS OF GOVERNOR 
EDWARD TELFAIR. 

The letters herewith presented are only a small portion 
of the correspondence of Governor Telfair, and are taken 
from a manuscript volume in the possession of the Georgia 
Historical Society which contains also some letters of 
Governor Samuel Elbert, whom Mr. Telfair succeeded. 

Reference is made to the important subject of the bound- 
ary between Georgia and South Carolina — a subject upon 
which much has been written, and which has not by any 
means been clearly understood. The most intelligent and 
reasonable discussion of the question that we have seen is 
contained in an opinion given by the Hon. George Hillyer, 
in the year 1915, in the case of the State of Georgia versus 
the Georgia Railway and Power Company. Mr. Hillyer has 
very kindly consented to the request of the editor to let it 
be reproduced in the Quarterly, to follow the letters of 
Governor Telfair, and we are sure our readers will be glad 
to be so highly favored. 

Copy of Letters in the year 1786: 

To the Honorable the Board of Treasury : 

Augusta, 14th January, 1786. 
Gentlemen : 

The Legislature have received and acknowledged Job 
Sumner, Esquire, as Commissioner of Accounts for this 
State, and have required that I notify the same to your 
Honorable Board. I am Gentlemen, 

Your most Hble. serv't, 

E. T. 



Joseph Clay, Esq., 
Savannah. 
Sir: 



In Council, 16th February, 1786. 



Pursuant to the Order of the Executive hereunto annex- 
ed you will please to deliver in charge of Mr. James Pearre 
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a certain Box or case with Books and other Papers said to 
be in your care ; the said Box or case having been forwarded 
to the State by Noble Wimberly Jones, Esquire. 

I am sir, 

Yours, 
E. T. 



To His Excellency William Moultrie, Esq., 
Governor of South Carolina, 

Augusta, 30th March, 1786. 
Sir: 

I had the honor of receiving your Excellency's letter of 
the 24th instant regarding the boundaries between the States 
of South Carolina and Georgia and observe with peculiar 
pleasure the amicable and friendly disposition in your State 
towards the adjustment thereof. 

In support of an equality of disposition towards the 
important event in the State, in which I now have the honor 
to preside, I beg leave to call your exellency's attention 
to a communication made by the Executive in the year 1784 
to his excellency the Governor Guerard. 

In Consequence of the delay on the part of the State of 
South Carolina by their Commissioners, to appoint the 
time and place to meet the agents of this State to proceed on 
the objects contained in your Communication, The Legis- 
lature at their last meeting passed an act and therein ap- 
pointed agents to proceed according to the form pointed out 
by the Confederation and perpetual Union of the United 
States ; upon taking a view of this Act, I find the Executive 
have no power to enter into any negotiations or to proceed 
in any other way except the one pointed out as aforesaid. 
I have the honor to be. 

Your Excellency's obt. serv't. 

E. T. 



His Excellency John Hancock, Esquire, 
President of Congress. 

State of Georgia, Augusta, April 4th, 1786. 
Sir: 

I had a communication made by the Secretary of Con- 
gress dated the 23rd November last passed announcing your 
Excellency being elected President. 

On this event permit me. Sir, to congratulate you and 
the United States in Congress assembled. The Legislature 
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of this State during the last session passed Acts touching 
the federal Requisitions of that extent and magnitude that 
will doubtless give energy to the federal Union. They will 
be presented to your Excellency by the State Delegates and 
I have caused the necessary form of office to be annexed 
to them. 

The requisitions of Congress of the 30th April, 1784, 
respecting the situation of Commerce I have reason to con- 
clude will be an object of the General Assembly of this State 
in July next and I flatter myself with the expectations of the 
Legislature pursuing such measures and vesting such powers 
in the United States in Congress Assembled as may be com- 
petent to the protection of Commerce, and Ultimately to the 
Establishment of a Navy, greatest Bulwark of National 
safety. I have the honor to be. 

Your excellency's serv't, 
E. T. 



To Charles Thomson, Esquire, 
Secretary of Congress. 

State of Georgia, Augusta, April 4th, 1786. 
Sir: 

On the 9th day of February I received dispatches from 
your Office of the 23rd November & 3rd of December which 
were laid before the General Assembly by way of informa- 
tion. And since their recess on the 30th, ulto., I also receiv- 
ed dispatches of the 3rd & 12th of January— 1st, 15th, & 28th 
of February & the 1st & 4th of March all last passed, which 
said Communications shall also be laid before the Legisla- 
ture when met. 

I am Sir, your most obt. serv't, 

E. T. 



Honorable Samuel Osgood & Walter Livingston, Esquires, 
Board of Treasury. 

State of Georgia, Augusta, April 4th, 1786. 
Gentlemen : 

I received on the 30th, ultimo, dispatches from your 
Board, dated the 16th, 26th & 31st October, the 3rd & 17th 
December last passed the receipt of which I now have the 
honor to acknowledge, & shall in due course, cause the same 
to be laid before the Legislature when met. It affords me 
pleasure to observe that the Acts passed by the General As- 
sembly of this State, during their last Session will give great 
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Stability to the federal funds & in addition to this, certain 
funds are appropriated toward the payment of arrears which 
will in course be notified to you by the proper Officer as soon 
as they can be fully ascertained. 

I believe this State is not singular in the derangement of 
her finances, at the same time I flatter myself they will soon 
be in a better train. 

I find there are some part of the expenditure and ad- 
vances made by the Citizens of this state in the Quarter 
Master, Clothier, & Medical Departments, that the Com- 
missioner of Accounts for this State do not conceive himself 
fully authorized to take up & liquidate. Upon this Subject 
I beg leave to remark that the State & United States have at 
various times made advances to the late Officers acting in 
these departments in this State, in as much as having nearly 
closed the same, & from what I can understand their vouch- 
ers & Accounts are chiefly ready for a final settlement. 

I can point out no mode except the heads of the afore- 
said departments are, or may be vested with power to trans- 
mit the respective advances to the State Commissioners with 
the regulations in such cases. At which time he will be 
furnished with the respective State advances. By this mode 
of procedure matters would be brought to a speedy issue. 

Any assistance or information the Executive can afford 
the State Commissioners will at all times be had. Without 
some similar regulations to what I have now pointed out be 
adopted, I see no prospect of drawing this busines to a con- 
clusion. 

I have the honor to be your most obt. 

E. T. 



The Honorable John Jay, Esquire, 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs, 
New York. 

State of Georgia, Augusta, April 4th, 1786. 
Sir: 

Your dispatches of the 14th Oct., & 10th Jan. last passed 
came to hand the 30th, ult. The information contained in 
the former Communication is of that consequence that ap- 
pears to have engaged the attention of Congress and may 
lead to some speedy adoption of federal & ultimately re- 
spective States operations. Upon this subject & its progress 
I make no doubt of being fully informed. 

I have the honor to be your most obt. serv't, 

E. T. 
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His iExcellency The Governor of Virginia. 

Augusta, Georgia, 27th May 1786. 
Sir: 

The Commonwealth in which your Excellency presides, 
having on all occasions displayed every ratiocination to any 
of her sister States when required, have induced the 
Executive of this State to enter into the inclosed order upon 
which the present communication is founded. 

The savage depredations that have of late taken place 
on our Western Frontier and the want of a sufficient supply 
of Arms, etc., to give full energy to defensive measures, I 
hope will plead a forcible excuse for the liberty taken on the 
present occasion. 

I have the honor to be your most obt. serv't, 

E. T. 



Mr. Robert Dixon, 
Augusta. 

May 27th, 1786. 
Sir: 

You'll proceed with all convenient speed to the County 
of Charlotte in the Commonwealth of Virginia & there take 
into your care and possession the arms, etc., belonging to 
this State in the hands of any person or persons in whose 
care the same may be, and procure such transportation as 
may be necessary for the safe conveyance of the said arms, 
etc., to this place & immediately thereafter to the City of 
Richmond with the Dispatches for his Excellency Governor 
Henry, and in case of a supply of Arms, etc., by way of Loan 
from that State you are to take immediate order for trans- 
portation of the same to the place aforesaid. 

Your most obt. serv't, 

E. T. 



To His Excellency William Moultrie, Esquire, 
Governor of the State of South Carolina. 

Augusta, May 30th, 1786. 
Sir: 

I do myself the honor to transmit to your Excellency 
the application of the Executive of this day for the loan of 
Arms, etc. The savage depredations that have of late taken 
place on the Western frontiers of this State, and the want 
of a Sufficient number of Arms for defensive measures will 
I trust, plead a sufficient excuse for the requisition now 
made. 
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It will afford me pleasure to be favored with a speedy 
reply on the premises. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 

E. T. 



Honorable William Houstoun & Wm. Few, Esquires, 
Agents at N. Y. 

Augusta, Georgia, 18th August, 1786. 
Gentlemen : 

The Legislature of this State during the late Session 
appointed General Lachlan Mcintosh, John Houstoun, and 
Joseph Clay, Esquires, Commissioners to treat with the 
Commissioners appointed by the State of South Carolina in 
order to endeavour at an amicable Settlement of dispute 
with this State and the State of South Carolina respecting 
boundary, and to this end have required that you co-operate 
with the agents of the State of South Carolina to adjourn 
the Federal Court until some time in the Spring to give 
time for an accommodation if such can be procured. 

I am Gentlemen, 

Your most obt. Serv't, 
E. T. 



His Excellency Wm. Moultrie, Esq., 

Augusta, Ga., 18th August, 1786. 
Sir: 

I have the pleasure to inform your Excellency that the 
Legislature of this State at their late meeting entered into 
certain resolutions to endeavor at an amicable settlement 
and adjustment of the dispute respecting Boundary between 
this State and the State of South Carolina, and to that end 
have appointed General Lachlan Mcintosh, John Houstoun 
and Joseph Clay, Esquires, Commissioners to treat with 
Commissioners appointed by the State in which you preside. 
In order to facilitate this measure I have wrote to the 
Agents of this State to co-operate with the Agents of South 
Carolina to adjourn the Federal Court until some time in 
the Spring to give time for an accommodation if such can be 
procured. 

I make no doubt of your Excellency's making the neces- 
sary communication to the agents of South Carolina on this 
subject and also giving me early information of the result. 
I have the honor to be, 

Sir, your Excellency's most obt. serv't, 

E. T. 
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Messrs. William Houstoun & William Few, Esquires. 

Augusta, Ga., 20th August, 1786. 
Gentlemen : 

The pacifick disposition of this State towards the nu- 
merous Tribes of Indians residing to the West, has at all 
times been fully evinced by the peculiar attention paid by 
the Legislature towards them, in the appointment of Com- 
missioners at various times to treat on principles of amity, 
and by opening a free trade and otherwise maintaining inter- 
course and good understanding with them. Which measures 
have proved effectual with the respective Tribes and nations 
until some time in May last, when several parties of Creek 
Indians marched to the frontier Settlement, and committed 
murders and Depredations on the persons and property of 
Citizens of this State which caused much alarm and distress 
to the frontier's Settlers. This conduct on their part caused 
every exertion to take place on the part of the State towards 
defence. 

The Legislature during the late session appointed Com- 
missioners to treat with the Creek Nation, and the^ have 
sent a Talk tending to the re-establishment of peace, and 
have also made conditional provision in case they decline 
a meeting with the Commissioners, and should evince they 
intend an hostile invasion or meditate a War against the 
white people of this State. 

After having reference to the different Communications 
and other documents herewith transmitted, I flatter myself 
the conduct of this State will meet the approbation of Con- 
gress and through you Gentlemen I have now to solicit 
the immediate aid and attention of that Honorable Body 
towards this State. 

I have the honor to be Your most obt. serv't, 

E. T. 



Messrs. Robert Dixon & Stephen Jett, Esqs. 

Augusta, Ga., Feb. 27th, 1786. 
Gentlemen : 

The Commission with which you are now furnished is 
founded on a Resolution of the General Assembly of the 8th 
inst. By having reference to it, the duties required of you 
will more fully appear. I have to require that you at all 
times and on all occasions use every means in your power 
to cultivate the good and friendly disposition of the Choc- 
taw and Chickesaw Indians and to make them otherwise 
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useful to this State in the event of war with the Creek Indians 
and that you also explain to the people residing on the 
Holstien Notechuckey, and Wataga Settlements the Views 
and designs of this State in demanding Satisfaction of the 
Creek Nation and the great probability there is of Vigorous 
operations being carried on against the said Indians. 

On this subject I have wrote to the Honorable Mr. 
Sevier and notified that about the first of November in case 
of need the movements on the part of this State will take 
place. 

I must now require of you Gentlemen full information 
and correspondence on the premises committed to your care. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
E. T. 

Note — ^Commissioner to the Choctaw and Chickesaw 
nations and to explain to the Settlements of Holstien, Note- 
chuckey, and Wataga, the motives of this State with regard 
to the Creek Indians. 



Honorable John Sevier, Esq. 

Augusta, Ga., 27th August, 1786. 
Sir: 

I received your letter of the 14th of May last, and would 
have made reply to it sooner if the circumstances of the 
case would have admitted thereof. The Legislature were 
near their time of meeting on the receipt of it, and their de- 
liberations were necessary in order to form some criterion 
whereby I might reduce my communication to some certain 
standard. 

The General Assembly of this state among other things 
took under their consideration that district of Territory 
on the Tennessee and after deliberating some time thereon 
postponed the Consideration of it until January, by which 
you will readily perceive that no immediate order can be 
given or taken on that head. 

The Creek Indians have committed murders and depre- 
dations on the persons and property of Citizens of this State, 
which have caused the Legislature to adopt measures for 
the better security thereof. It has been the policy and 
peculiar object of this State to cultivate amity with the re- 
spective Nations and Tribes of Indians residing to the West- 
ward and moreover to evince a pacifick disposition on her 
part. The General Assembly have appointed Commission- 
ers to meet the 15th of October next, for the purpose of 
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negotiating a peace with the Creek Nation, on failure of 
which this State will carry on immediate and vigorous 
operation against the said Indians. 

It being suggested that you intend to march a body of 
men against the Creek Indians, I flatter myself it will tend 
greatly to the success of both armies to begin their move- 
ments at one and the same time, should it become necessary ; 
which said movements will take effect in this State about 
the first day of November next. On this subject I have to 
solicit your immediate answer and determination. I have 
also to inform you that Robert Dixon, and Stephen Jett, 
Esq'rs, are appointed Commissioners on the part of this 
State to communicate the result of any conference that may 
come within their department and are competent to give 
you additional information. 

I am sir, 
E. T. 



Benjamin James, Esq., 

Agent Choctaw Nation. 

Augusta, Ga., 27th August, 1786. 
Sir: 

I have the pleasure to transmit your commission as 
agent of the Choctaw Nation, and at the same time to inform 
you that the Legislature have revoked and made null and 
void the powers granted to John Wood to act in that office. 

It affords me pleasure to be informed of your abilities 
and great influence in the aforesaid Nation, by which means 
I am hopeful your well directed exertions may terminate 
favorable to the present views and designs of this State. 

The Legislature in consequence of murders and depre- 
dations committed by the Creek Indians have directed 
fifteen hundred men to be embodied immediately to attend 
Commissioners appointed to treat with the Creek nation, 
and to demand satisfaction, and assurance of peace, and 
thereafter should it become necessary the aforesaid men are 
to be joined by another body to carry immediate and vigor- 
ous operations against the said Indians. 

The intended bodies of men in case of need will be in 
readinesss to march about the first week in November next. 
I have desisted from entering into a minute detail of this 
business in the talk herewith sent. On a presumption it will 
be more expedient that you in conjunction with Robert 
Dixon and Stephen Jett, Esquires, make such communica- 
tion to the head men and warriors of that nation on this 
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subject, as you may deem best calculated to cultivate the 
good and friendly disposition of that nation, and to make 
them otherwise useful to this State. In the event of War with 
the Creek Nation I shall look forward to making a supply of 
ammunition for the service of Choctaws; in case you give 
me full assurance, that the force of such supply will be di- 
rected to the proper object. 

I am sir, 
E. T. 



Joseph Martin, Esq., 

Agent of the Cherokee and Chickesaw Nation. 

Augusta, Ga., August 27th, 1786. 
Sir: 

I received your letter of the 14th of May and have here- 
with transmitted a talk you are without delay to give the 
Chickesaw Nation and also such part of it as may be appli- 
cable to the Cherokee Indians, and you are at this conjunc- 
ture to use every means in your power, to cultivate the good 
and friendly disposition of the aforesaid Tribes and nations 
of Indians and also to keep two or three spies continually 
in the Creek Nation with proper runners, taking special care 
to transmit every information you may receive touching 
their movement or hostile preparation. You will also use 
every address in your power to engage the Tribes of Indians 
in your department to render services to this State in case 
of Avar with the Creek Nation. Fifteen hundred men are 
embodying & to take post at Shoulder Bone near the Oconee 
about the 15th of October and Commissioners are appointed 
to attend at that time and place to demand satisfaction of 
the Creek Nation and in case of non-compliance the afore- 
said men are to be joined with another body of men to carry 
on immediate and vigorous operations against the said 
Indians. 

I am Sir, Your most obt. Serv't, 

E. T. 



William Davenport, Esq., 

Commissary Choctaw Nation. 

Augusta, Ga., 27th August, 1786. 
Sir: 

The General Assembly during their late session appoint- 
ed you Commissary of the Choctaw Nation with a salary of 
twenty-five pounds Sterling, in pursuance of which you'll 
receive your commission. 
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I have now to give you in special charge to cultivate the 
good and friendly disposition of the said nation in behalf of 
this State and to use every prudent measure to render them 
beneficial in case of open hostilities with the Creek Nation. 

I shall on this subject refer you to Robert Dixon, and 
Stephen Jett, Esquires, Commissioners of this State in that 
department, and also to Benjamin James, Esq., Agent in the 
aforesaid Nation. I am sir, 

E. T. 



John Habersham, Esq., , 

Chairman of the Board of Commissioners for Treating 
with the Creek Indians. 
Sir: Augusta, 4th Sept., 1786. 

You have herewith transmitted copies of two letters I 
have just received from Mr. Barnard by which you will 
observe a moment is not to be lost in making the necessary 
opposition to repel the hostile attacks of the Creeks which 
we have every reason to conclude will take place before 
many weeks, in short if they are determined on war which 
I see no reason to doubt, the event of a renewal of hostilities 
may be every day expected. In the present situation of 
affairs I must call your immediate attendance with the Gen- 
tlemen of your board that council and deliberation at this 
important period may take place in order that one uniform 
system may prevail. The Executive have appropriated the 
sum of two thousand pounds. Sterling, towards the purchase 
of Arms, Ammunition, etc. The net proceeds of this sum 
will prove inadequate to the present emergency. I must 
therefore lay before your Honorable board the necessity of 
recommending me to draw on the Treasury for a sum ade- 
quate to the purchase of one thousand Swords, four field 
pieces and five hundred Stand of arms in addition to the 
quantity already ordered. The Executive lament at this criti- 
cal conjuncture, the restraint laid on the executive powers, in 
which the common safety of the people are so immediately 
interested, and at a period when the pointed exertions 
of a few days being delayed may endanger the public safety. 

I am sir, 
E. T. 

Brigadier General John Twiggs. 

Augusta, 11th Oct., 1786. 
Sir: 

The detachment of fifteen hundred men ordered by the 
Executive to attend the Commissioners appointed to treat 
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with the Creek Indians you are (in conformity to the express 
order of the Executive) to take under your Command, and 
in all cases touching the disposition or arrangement of the 
aforesaid force to be subject to the orders and Commands 
of the said Commissioners or a Majority of them, so far 
as shall relate to the said Indians. You are in addition 
thereto to cause such other restrictions and give such orders 
to such officers and men as may be in actual service as in your 
opinion will tend to good order, and as shall have a tendency 
to carry into execution the views and designs of the Com- 
missioners so far as shall be conformable to the will and de- 
cree of the Legislature, all of which you are to consider as 
standing Orders until otherwise directed by me or some 
other Superior Officer. I am Sir, 

E. T. 



Brigadier General Elijah Clarke. 

Augusta, 12th October, 1786. 
Sir: 

I received your letters of the 7th & 8th inst. A small 
Quantity of Arms and Ammunition is arrived and more daily 
expected which will be deposited in the hands of the Quarter 
Master General, subject to the Warrant of the Command- 
ing Officers. The arrangements are fully completed by the 
appointment of a Commandant of Horse Commission Gen- 
eral of Issues, Pay Master General and Inspector General. 
I am Sir, your most obt. serv't., 

E. T. 



The Hon'ble Wm. Few, Esq. 

Augusta, 19th Oct., 1786. 
Sir: 

I received a letter from the delegation which was laid 
before the Legislature and an order issued on Mr. Berrien 
to take up the draft on him. I must observe that the Collec- 
tor's office at Sav., has been the only productive fund for 
specie, which now expires by Virtue of an Act for the 
Emission of a paper currency. This circumstance with partial 
drafts for supplies of Ammunition, etc., in times of extreme 
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danger and also by means of drafts made thereon by the 
late assembly will effectually preclude every hope of aid 
from that channel. 

Mr. Houstoun's term will soon expire, from which I con- 
clude the provision made by the Executive will prove 
adequate to his time of Service. 

In order to give support to the Delegation Federal 
Court, and to aid the requisitions of Congress the Legis- 
lature have appropriated the sum of 12,000 Lbs., Sterling, out 
of the non emission towards the purchase of produce in 
order more fully to enable the Agents appointed to remit 
to New York — a part of this sum will be in their hands in a 
few days out of which the Executive have directed the sum 
of 233.6.8 Lbs. to be remitted you. 

• The Creeks have not as yet renewed hostilities and it is 
said are now about to treat. The Commissioners appointed 
to negotiate this business have repaired to Oconee River 
where a detachment of 1500 men are ordered to attend. The 
progress and event of this meeting will be determined in a 
few weeks, after which you shall be furnished with a detail 
of the proceedings. This unfortunate outrage on their part 
have been the cause of a very considerable expenditure, 
which can only be obviated in future by the peace having 
such coercive checks as will compel them to abide by it. In 
support of your opinion on the subject of the Post coming di- 
rectly to this place, I inclose an Order of the Executive 
founded on the detention of Government dispatches at Sa- 
vannah for many Months. I think your proposition in this 
head cannot fail of success, when taking into View the 
propriety of all communications on the part of the federal 
Government going directly to the place of residence and Seat 
of Government within the respective States, while System 
must give way to partial accommodations our Government 
can never be placed on the true basis of public Utility. I am 
perfectly Satisfied with the mode pursued by the Agents on 
the part of the State that respects the Federal Court, the 
period of decision being distant will afford sufficient time 
for the Commissioners to confer on the part of the States, 
and also for the Legislature to accommodate if they see fit. 
Even in that case the necessary forms of the Federal Court 
will be requisite to make the measure conclusive. 

I am, Sir, Yours, 

E. T. 
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Honorable John Habersham, 

Chairman of the Board of Commissioners appointed to 
Treat with the Creek Nation. 

October 20th, 1786. 
Sir: 

The Executive since your departure have received 
sundry dispatches relating to the Creek Indians, extracts of 
which have been directed to be made out and are herewith 
transmitted for the information of your honorable Board. 

E. T. 



The Honorable Duplissis, 

Brigadier General of His Most Christian Majesty's 
Armies and late Governor of Saint Vincent, Effing- 
ham County. 

Augusta, 19th October, 1786. 
Sir: 

I have been fa'^ored with your letter of the 8th inst.^ in- 
forming of your arrival and your intention of making this 
State your seat of residence. It affords me peculiar pleasure 
to congratulate you on the occasion in full expectations that 
the system You have adopted will prove beneficial. It is my 
wish your example may be followed by Gentlemen of rank 
and distinction from the Nation that went hand in hand 
with us in the arduous struggles of a long complicated war 
and fixed an early standard as the friend and Ally of the 
American republics. 

The Executive have taken under consideration that 
part of your letter that respects the duties paid in Savannah 
on stores and provisions for your own use and have entered 
into an Order thereon that affords me pleasure to transmit 
you. 

I have at the same time to acknowledge the receipt of a 
letter from Major General Elbert and also one from Mons. 
Sibly, Consul of France at Charleston, by which Sir, together 
with your polite address to me, I have full evidence of your 
Rank, Merit and abilities, and during the period, I am in 
Office, it will afford me pleasure to make any communication 
of a public nature that may contribute to your ease and Satis- 
faction. I have the honor to be, yours. Sir, 

E. T. 



